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A F 1) 2 natural flood manegement

e X v k7> KdDNatural Flood Management Handbook5
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Slowing water by increasing resistance to its flow - for example, by planting
1 hedgerows and trees, blocking grips on moorland, installing woody debris dams or
creating buffer strips.

Storing water by creating and maintaining capacity in bunds, ponds, ditches,
2 swales or floodplains so they fill during rainfall events and empty slowly over 12 to
24 hours.

Increasing soil infiltration: Improving soil structure can increase the depth that
3 water is absorbed to, significantly increasing the volume of water that can be stored
in the soil. This will make saturation less likely, potentially reducing surface runoff.

Intercepting rainfall: \Vegetation, especially tree leaves, intercept rainfall so it

4 doesn't reach the ground. Water is then evaporated from the leaves, reducing the
volume of flood water. Trees can reduce the amount of water reaching the ground
by 25 — 45 % for conifers and 10 — 25 % for broadleaves'.

Scottish Environment Protect Agency, Natural Flood Management Handbook,
https.//www.sepa.org.uk/medi a/ 163560/ sepa-natural -flood-management-handbook 1. pdf.
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